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HOUSEKEEPERS'  CHAT  Tuesday,  December  2g,  1937 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:     "QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS.  11    Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Home  Eco- 
nomics, United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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The  questions  in  the  mailbag  this  week  all  seem  to  have  that  morning- 
after-  the-night-hef  ore  look.     Right  at  this  gayest  time  of  year  my  listeners' 
problems  include  a  lace  table  cloth  spotted  with  red  candlewax,  a  metal  cloth 
evening  dress  stained  by  tarnish,  a  hand-knit  sweater  that  has  shrunk  (alack- 
a-day)  and  a  velvet  skirt,   badly  mashed  and  wrinkled. 

Let1 s  take  these  problems  in  order  and  see  what  can  be  dono  about  them. 
First,  the  red  spot  on  the  table  cloth  whore  the  Christmas  candle  dripped. 
The  usual  method  of  removing  candlewax  takes  about  4  steps.  First,  scrape  off 
as  much  of  the  wax  as  possible  with  the  dull  edge  of  a  knife.  Then  place  a 
clean  white  blotter  both  above  and  beneath  the  stain  and  press  with  a  hot  iron 
to  melt  out  the  solid  wax.  If  a  grease  stain  still  shows,  sponge  it  away  with 
carbon  tetrachloride  or  some  other  grease  solvent.  And  finally,  if  any  traces 
of  color  remain,  sponge  with  alcohol. 

This  is  probably  the  best  method  for  removing  wax  from  a  linen  cloth  or 
any  smooth  piece  of  material.    But  with  a  lace  tablecloth,   trying  to  scrape  off 
the  wax  may  be  dangerous  to  the  fabric  and  not  very  effective  any.vay.     And  with 
heavy  lace,  the  blotting-paper  device  may  not  be  very  helpful  either.     So  you 
may  have  better  results  by  first  rubbing  the  spot  with  a  small  amount  of  lard 
or  turpentine  to  loosen  the  wax,  and  then  sponging  with  carbon  tetrachloride, 
and  finally . washing  with  warm  suds.     Still  another  method  is  to  apply  kerosene 
and  then  wash  the  spot. 

In  any  case  though,  if  traces  of  the  red  color  of  the  candles  remain, 
alcohol  is  usually  effective  in  removing  them.  Or  you  can  use  a  bleach  like 
peroxide  of  hydrogen  on  a  pure  white  cloth. 

So  much  for  the  table  cloth.     Now  for  the  tarnished  party  dress.  The 
questioner  who  owns  it  explains  that  the  fabric  is  white  silk  or  rayon  with 
threads  of  some  metal,  probably  copper,  running  through  it.     The  metal  threads 
have  tarnished  so  much  that  they  have  stained  the  white  of  the  fabric  green. 
How  to  remove  this  green  color? 
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Miss  Margaret  Furry  of  the  clothing  and  textile  division  of  the  Bureau  of 
Hone  "Economics  replies  that  it  is  fortunate  the  dress  is  white  because  you  can 
use  a  bleach  on  white  fabric.     And  the  bleach  she  suggests  in  this  case  is  oxalic 
acid.     Oxalic  acid  is  a  poison,  you  know.     You  have  to  be  very  careful  in  using 
it  and  very  careful  about  having  it  around,   especially  if  there  are  children  in 
the  house.     It  is  safest  to  buy  just  the  amount  you  need  and  throw  it  away  after 
using.     For  a  dress  you'll  need  to  buy  only  1  or  2  ounces  of  oxalic  acid  crystals 
at  the  drug  store.     Dissolve  them  in  a  bowl  of  water.     Moisten  your  dress  all 
over  first,   then  put  it  into  the  oxalic  acid  solution,  part  by  part.     After  that 
rinse  several  times  in  warm  water,  wash  in  suds,  and  rinse  again  to  be  sure  you 
remove  all  traces  of  acid.     If  you  don't  remove  the  acid  entirely  it  may  damage 
the  fabric.     The  acid  will  bleach  out  the  green  copper  stains  and  restore  the 
white  of  your  dross,  but  it  may  not  bring  the  metal  threads  back  to  their 
original  shining  color. 

That's  to  be  done  about  the  sweater  that  has  shrunk  until  it  is  far  too 
small  for  its  owner?     Probably  not  much.     When  wool  shrinks,   it  mats  closely  and 
is  impossible  to  get  it  back  to  its  original  texture.     Prevention  is  better  than 
cure  in  a  case  like  this.     Wool  may  not  look  like  a  delicate  fiber  but  actually 
it  always  needs  very  careful  treatment.     If  you  wash  any  wool  article,  remember 
the  rule  about  lukewarm  mild  suds,  gentle  squeezing,  no  rubbing,  lukewarm  rins- 
ing water  and  a  warm  bat  not  hot  atmosphere  to  dry  in.     Wool  articles  suffer  from 
being  too  near  the  stove  or  radiator  or  from  freezing.     (That  rules  out  hanging 
them  to  dry  outdoors  in  freezing  winter  weather.)     The  safest  way  to  dry  a  swea- 
ter or  other  knitted  article  is  to  lay  it  flat  on  a  Turkish  towel  in  a  warm 
room  —  lay  it  flat  and  in  just  the  shape  and  size  you  want  it  to  be  in  when  dry. 
To  keep  socks  and  mittens  from  shrinking,   those  old-fashioned  wooden  forms  arc 
still  very  useful  and  still  on  the  market. 

Last  question.     What  to  do  about  a  black  velvet  dress  that  has  been 
crushed  and  creased?    Answer:     Steam  it.     Any  competent  dry-cleaning  establish- 
ment can  steam  it  for  you.     Or  you  can  do  it  at  home.     Sometimes  if  you  hang  a 
velvet  dress  in  a  small  steamy  bathroom  while  someone  is  taking  a  shower,  that 
will  revive  it.     Or  you  can  hang  it  over  the  spout  of  a  boiling  tea-kettle  and 
let  the  steam  go  up  inside  the  dress  —  steam  it  from  the  inside  out,   that  is. 

But  steaming  a  velvet  dress  at  home  requires  a  good  deal  of  care.     In  the 
first  place,   though  steam  should  reach  ever;/  part  of  the  dress,  no  drops  of  water 
should  touch  it.    And  then,  while  the  dress  is  still  moist  with  steam,   it  must 
touch  nothing,  not  even  the  wall,  or  the  velvet  will  mash  again.     So  during  the 
steaming  and  afterward  while  the  dress  dries,  you'll  be  safest  if  yo*a  put  the 
dress  on  a  hanger  and  suspend  it  from  the  ceiling,  well  away  from  walls  and 
furni  ture. 

The  fabric  manufacturers  report  this  season  that  at  last  they  have  found 
a  way  to  make  velvet  that  doesn't  crush.     So  one  of  these  days  soon,  let's  hope, 
we'll  be  relieved  of  the  both  of  steaming  our  best  velvets  after  the  party. 

And  that  finishes  the  questions  for  this  week. 
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